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You may remember a few weeks ago, we showed you a smart phone application called the Arm Safety Button, created right here in Reno.

It was created by Johnny Larkins, and officially launched last Friday at midnight.

Even though it launched just days ago, people all over the country including Florida and California have it on their phones already.  Larkins says it's useful, especially during the holidays.

"It keeps criminals at bay," he says.  "It keeps them away from us. We should be able to go shopping without worrying about getting hit over the head and taking our stuff. Most families work hard to get what they have."

The last time we saw Larkins, he showed us how the application works.

If you are ever attacked, you can slide an icon upward to activate the alarm system.  A GPS map of your location is sent to police, along with the photos your phone takes immediately after that alarm is set.

With one more click on the phone, you are connected to 911.  He's tweaked a few things since then, including the addition of a flashlight.

"People are walking around in the dark. It's getting dark sooner," says Larkins.  "During the holidays, people get more desperate. So, we make sure that even if you're looking into your purse, turn the flashlight on, and it comes on."

Larkins is now working with local law enforcement, hoping to get this app on every cell phone in our area.  He says local businesses have been helpful as well, putting up posters in their windows in support of the app.

"I'll go to every city I can," he says.  "Even if I have to crawl, walk to get it out there. I'll make sure everybody knows it's out there. This is important to me. I didn't enter into this lightly, and I know it was going to be hard work."

It was three years ago Larkins' 13-year-old daughter was raped, which was the inspiration for the application.  He says he can't imagine another family going through what he has.

"This is really happening," says Larkins.  "Our families are being taken over by criminals on the street. What can we do to help things along? What can we do to make change?"

The application is still only available for the Android phone, but within the next two months, it will be available to Blackberry phone users as well.  He's still waiting on a release date for the iPhone.

